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Request: 
If you do not work for the UB or ZB 
(University of Zurich library or the 

Zentralbibliothek), could you please 
type «Hello» in the Zoom Chat?
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What is PubMed? What is MedlinePlus?
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What is PubMed?

PubMed and MedlinePlus for everyone! Alisa Berger

– A database of more than 36 million citations to articles in the fields of 
biomedicine and health.

– Used by millions of users each day, including health professionals and 
others engaged in:

research health policy 
development patient advocacy

public health clinical care related educational 
activities
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What is PubMed?
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What is MedlinePlus?
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The United States 
National Institutes 
of Health’s website 
for patients and 
their families and 
friends.



Why would I want to use PubMed if I am not studying medicine?
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Academic interest or needs

– I am writing a Master’s thesis on ….
– … long-term economic feasibility of disruptive biopharmaceutical start-ups in CAR-T 

cancer therapy.
– … primary education, and I need background information on mental health in 

children.

– I am involved in an interdisciplinary curriculum development project characterizing the 
effects of pandemics on social structures and resulting literature.

……………. The list could go on and on
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Personal interest or needs

……………. The list could go on and on
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What are some examples of how I would use PubMed or MedlinePlus?
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Finding the original research
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Source: https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2024/09/25/immune-therapy-shows-promise-for-asthma-heart-disease-and-even-ageing
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Finding the original research (continued)
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Finding basic information or definitions for diseases
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Example: systemic lupus erythematosus
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Evaluating Internet Health 
Information: Tutorial for 
Everyone
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Tutorial link: 
https://medlineplus.gov/webeval/webeval.html



Are there equivalent sites available specific for Switzerland?
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Websites specific for Switzerland 

• Federal Office of Public Health (DE: BAG)
• https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home.html

• SwissMedic 
• Medication Information and Package Inserts (DE: Arzneimittelinformationen)
• https://www.swissmedicinfo.ch/?Lang=DE

• Kofam (Koordinationsstelle Forschung am Menschen)
• Swiss Federal Office of Public Health human research portal (DE: Portal des BAG 

zur Humanforschung in der Schweiz)
• https://kofam.ch/de
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Thanks for joining the Coffee Lecture today!

Do you have any comments or questions?
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