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More information:

https://www.ub.uzh.ch/en/wissenschaftlich-arbeiten/mit-daten-arbeiten/daten-dokumentieren.html



I use a dataset for my research paper. How should I describe this

dataset in my paper?

Source: 

Zentrale Informatik, SIVIC/MELS. (2021). Illustrations of the Game "Open 

Up Your Research". Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5707726,

CC-BY-NC-SA 4.0 International

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5707726


Why is data documentation important? 

Pictures by Melanie Röthlisberger,

All rights reserved. 
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When is data documentation important?

When you want to REUSE existing data because only with good data documentation...  

… can you verify the quality and usefulness of a dataset. 

… can you understand the dataset. 

When you collect your OWN data because only with good data documentation ... 

… can others understand your data (and how you processed it). 

… can you ensure the quality of your data. 

… can you reuse the data in the future or make it potentially reusable for others. 

Icons by Freepik and Eucalyp at flaticon.com.
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What is good data documentation? 

Who has created the data? 

What is in the data? 

When was the data created / collected? 

Where was the data created / collected? 

How was the data created and processed? 

Why was the data created? 

Icons by Freepik at www.flaticon.com.
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Example of data 

documentation in a 

repository

Source: Screenshots of a dataset, 

to be found at https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.n2z34tn3g,

CC0 1.0 Universal. 
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https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


Example of data documentation in a seminar paper / thesis paper 

Corpora & Data

The International Corpus of English (ICE) corpus comprises written and spoken texts (and various genres) from various English-

speaking countries. For this study, data was collected from nine ICE corpora. The Corpus of Global web-based English 

(GloWbE) is a web-based corpus that includes texts from websites (news articles, blogs, forums) across the world. 

– Verb List: A list of 86 alternating dative verbs was compiled from previous literature.

– Corpus Extraction: A python script used this verb list to select all constructions with a verb followed by two noun phrases or pronouns, with an 

optional ‘to’ between them.

– Filtering False Positives: Observations that looked like dative constructions but did not contain a verb, recipient, and theme were excluded.

– Defining Variable Context: The dataset was restricted to dative observations that occurred in a context where the alternating variant would be 

grammatically acceptable and semantically equivalent.

– Annotation: Each dative variant was annotated for language-external and language-internal factors, such as register, genre, file number, 

speaker number, text number, mode, and corpus.

This process resulted in a dataset of 13,171 dative tokens to be analyzed. The dataset was then used to explore variation in the

dative alternation across different English varieties.

Statistical Tools: Describes the statistical toolkit used for analysis, including random forest analysis, mixed-effects logistic 

regression, and dialectometric techniques. For each tool (e.g. library) used, it mentions the version used.

Methodological Challenges: Highlights potential shortcomings (data bias, annotation subjectivity, generalizability) and 

advantages (quantitative approach, scope of dataset) of the statistical methods applied in the study.
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How to create data documentation

Start during data 

collection

Fairly 

complete

Keep notebook Follow standardsInclude readme
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Word-template by Cornell university
https://www.ub.uzh.ch/en/wissenschaftlich-arbeiten/mit-

daten-arbeiten/daten-dokumentieren.html

CESSDA data management expert guide
https://dmeg.cessda.eu/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/2.-Organise-

Document

Data documentation initiative
https://ddialliance.org/

Datacite Metadata Generator
https://dhvlab.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/datacite-generator/
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Exercise 

Let’s have a look at an example together: For the dataset found under 

 https://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-851835   

Can you answer all questions below?

o Who created the dataset? 

o What is in the dataset? 

o When was the dataset created? 

o Where was the dataset created / the data collected? 

o How were the data created and processed? 

o Why was the dataset created? 
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All logos and symbols by organisations are protected by copyright (all rights reserved). Unless otherwise noted, this work is licensed 

with a CC-BY-4.0 International Lizenz. 

This work is based on: Regula Zwicky. 2024. Teaching Tool «Data management for your Studies»: Data documentation. Universität 

Zürich; two more slides were added regarding the «how» of data documentation.
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