
Basic Introduction to Finding Literature 

with swisscovery
Coffee Lecture 

Daniel Ursprung

04.10.2023 Seite 1Introduction Swisscovery, Daniel Ursprung



Swisscovery Introduction
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https://veranstaltungen.ub.uzh.ch/de/page/recherche-wissensmanagement


Swisscovery: Catalogue for ca. 490 libraries in Switzerland

– Covers Print- and E-Media

– Swisscovery organised in 29 Institutional Zones – each covers several libraries with local/institutional 

connection, e.g.

• University of Zurich library (UB) and Central Library (ZB) Zurich

• ETH Library

• Special libraries from the region of Zurich: Sozialarchiv u.a. 

• etc.

– Hint: login before doing research – to the Institutional zone where you want to find literature

– https://swisscovery.help/en/ 
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https://swisscovery.help/en/


Swisscovery search

– Login before you search, e.g. to UB/ZB Zurich Institutional Zone (IZ)

– Direct link IZ UB/ZB Zürich: https://uzb.swisscovery.slsp.ch 

– Advantage: Titles from these libraries appear with priority in the results; access to E-Media licensed at 

this site; possibility to save results permanently etc.

– Recommendation: Standard search using swisscovery (without CDI)
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https://uzb.swisscovery.slsp.ch/


Swisscovery search with CDI

Searching with CDI (Central Discovery Index): returns additional results, e.g. papers from journals, book

chapters, book reviews, research data sets, but also many Video and Audio files

CDI is compiled by the companies Ex Libris / ProQuest: it‘s characteristics is more that of a bibliography

(„what has been published about my topic“), not of a catalogue („what titles does my library hold“)

https://swisscovery.help/en/ 

Results from searches using tend to be extensive and confusing: only recommended for advanced research
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https://swisscovery.help/en/


Keyword search

− Most basic research mode

(«Google-Style»)

− Searches in all fields, results in 

many hits

− On the left side: Tweak your 

results (facet) – filter your results, 

based on different criteria 
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Advanced search

– Several search boxes 

possible

– Limit results based on 

Resource type, 

Language, Start and 

End Date
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Starts with (only title and call number)

– „Starts with“ search makes sense when searching an 

exact title, using an index

– Searching for unspecific titles, this helps to limit

results
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Series

– Monographs published in series: holding informaton „May be available“ (left screenshot) shows that possibly

not all titles of the series are available

– Scroll down: „Related titles“→ „Show all“ (right screenshot), to see all titles hold in at least one of the libraries –

click the title you‘re interested in to see where it is available
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Search strategies

Phrase search using mit „quotation marks" –treats group of words as a single term „Early Modern 

Period", "Russian Revolution"

Place holders: 

 * wildcard for zero or more characters: Russ* finds Russland, Russia, russisch, russian etc.

 ? wildcard for exactly one character: Kosov? finds Kosovo (serb.) and Kosova (alban.), bar not                                                

 kosovar

Logic Operators: AND – OR – NOT (by default, AND is used) – also use logic brackets : 

(Petersburg OR Leningrad OR Petrograd) AND Geschichte NOT Literatur
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Save results

Click the Pin-Icon to 

save the title:

– permanently 

saved if you are 

logged in

– otherwise only for 

the current 
browser session
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Share or export your results

Click the Pin to show saved results

Then check the box to select the 

titles you want → My  Favorites → 

… to save of export the selected 
results
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Share or export individual titles

Click the icon … next to the result to get options for saving or sharing
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Swisscovery: Help and Tutorials

– Swisscovery Help Page: Short overview how to use Swisscovery: https://swisscovery.help/en

– UB Zürich swisscovery Search: Short tutorial how to search in Swisscovery: 

https://www.ub.uzh.ch/en/literatur-suchen-nutzen/wo-kann-ich-suchen/swisscovery-suchtipps.html

– Sozialarchiv: Tipps & Tricks für swisscovery: Detailed tutorials, in german only, use online translation 

tools: 6 tutorials, can be found using the following Google search: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=tipps-tricks-fuer-swisscovery+site:.sozialarchiv.ch 
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https://swisscovery.help/en
https://www.ub.uzh.ch/en/literatur-suchen-nutzen/wo-kann-ich-suchen/swisscovery-suchtipps.html
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Questions…
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