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Grant writing with Al: Seven smart practices - News

26 Aug 2025 — Generative Al tools are increasingly popular for drafting grant proposals. Used
wisely, they can help you submit a compelling application. Here are seven tips to make the most of them.

GRANT WRITING

Reddit - r/nonprofit
70+ comments - 7 months ago

This year, 100% of grant applications have been supported by Al It's a great tool for small orgs or 5 0

Is Al being used to write grants now? : r/nonprofit

groups in particular, who don't have a grant writing resource or that skill set in house, nor the money to. . AI Prompts Enhance your
71 answers - Top answer: | only use it to polish my grammar and edit for conciseness because | can b.. p"°p°i'w'th Al
Using Al for grant writing? : r/nonprofit - Reddit 8 answers 7 Jun 2024 Gra nt Writing Crgg:f\’;ﬁi:t*s‘at
Do you use Al/Chat GPT for grant writing? - Reddit 15 answers 20 May 2023 —_—

Find international
funding with Al

Maore results from www.reddit.com The Essential Guide to

Leveraging Al Prompts for Grant
Writing, Funder Relationships,

Videos and Strategic Communications

Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, MA

S PA Rt TH E FI R E :r;gfgsjn%liseigess Writing with

GRANT VRITING CL

Using Al to Write Grants - What to Know 2025

YouTube - Learn Grant Writing
3 Feb 2025

YouTube - Grant Writing Made Easy
2. 1K+ views - 2 years ago

Write Your Grant in One Hour Usmg Al

o
How They Made $750K in 1 Year With No Experience Using ...

YouTube - Learn Grant Writing

. . ) . "
16 Sept 2024 .. Al to write stellar grants in a fraction of the timel Grant Writing Made Easy

is a national grant writing consulting and online education .

How ChatGPT Makes Grant Writing 10X Easier! With PROMPTS!

WRITIF
QECRE] 3 @

840 20N 23 Apr 2025

YouTube - Joanne Toller - Fundraising Coach




Grant Writing With Al

Dangers of Using Al (Some)

—Data Privacy and Security

—Everything Sounds and Looks the Same
—Ethical Considerations.

How Can Al Help in Grant Writing?
—Some Thoughts on Tools

—Some Thoughts on Prompts

Regulations and Recommendations

Discussion

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

No genAl

was used to

create this
presentation.
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(Some) Dangers of Al
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Data Privacy

What happens with the prompts you enter?

— Data are used for training of the model and may become public
over time.

— ChatGPT flaws exposed user chat histories and credit card
details.

ChatGPT:
Turn off «<Improve the model for everyone».

But: The data are still sent to OpenAl.
Who can guarantee that they are not processed or stored?

There is no legal protection.

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

X

@ General

Q) Notifications

(®) Personalization

&5 Apps & Connectors
@ Schedules

@ Data controls

@E Security

,9.5 Parental controls

@ Account

Data controls

Improve the model for everyone

Remote browser data

Shared links

Archived chats

Archive all chats

Delete all chats

Export data

Off >

On >

Manage

Manage

Archive all

e ™
| Delete all |
. A

Export



Data Privacy: Microsoft Copilot Chat?

License for all UZH staff

Contract approved by our legal department

But:

“No particularly sensitive data may be entered in Copilot.
Responsibility for compliance with data protection regulations lies
with the user.”

(According to Central IT)

https://www.zi.uzh.ch/en/staff/software-
elearning/microsoft/Microsoft-Copilot.html

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich
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Everything Sounds and Looks the Same

“Imagine a world where chefs rely solely on kitchen robots to cook
their meals.

At first it seems ideal — perfectly cooked dishes every time, with no
risk of burning or under-seasoning.

But soon, the charm of human creativity in the kitchen begins to
fade. The robots churn out dishes according to pre-programmed
recipes, lacking the flair and personal touch that human chefs bring
to their craft. Each plate looks identical, tasting fine but lacking
that special spark that makes a meal memorable.”

S. L. -Roberts, Grant Writing with Al for Dummies (John Wiley and Sons, Indianapolis, 2024). Warner, J. The Science of Creativity. Hongkiat (2010).

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 8


https://ezproxy.uzh.ch/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uzh/detail.action?docID=31827044
https://www.hongkiat.com/blog/the-science-of-creativity/

You want your grant proposal to be something innovative, something «<new» and not a
piece of text that drowns in the masses...

Grant Writing with Al Workflow

Stage

1. Find Funders &

2. Brainstorming & Ildea

Shaping G

3. Outline the Proposal
8

4. Draft Core Sections g%

5. Edit & Polish .~

6. Simulate Reviewers (&3

How Al Helps

Summarize calls, check fit, extract

requirements

Generate concepts, explore

alternatives, soundboard ideas

Create structure, define aims, build

logic flow

Write first drafts, refine arguments

Improve clarity, tone, length

ldentify weaknesses, anticipate

critique

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Example Prompts

“Summarize this EFP in & bullets.”

"Challenge my idea and suggest

new angles.”

“Draft an outline with 3 narrative

options.”

"Create a concise significance

section {150 words).”

"Make this clearer without changing

meaning.”

"Act as a skeptical reviewer—Iist 5

concerns,”

Tools

ChatGPT, Scite.ai

ChatGPT, Claude

ChatGPT, Motion Al

ChatGPT, Jasper

Grammarly, Wordtune

ChatGPT

A boring,
generic table
generated by
ChatGPT, GPT
5.1



Coffee Lecture “Do | Sound Like an Al”

by Dr. Marco Weber
Thursday, April 23792026

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich
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Plagiarism Risk

LLMs do not (reliably) identify verbatim or content-based
guotations

Even if just used for rephrasing and revision, the result can closely
resemble other work present in the training data.

Check your work for (unintentional) plagiarism:
https://turnitin.uzh.ch/

Plagiarism and Generative Artificial Intelligence (genAl). ETH Library.

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Turnitin Similarity

Comprehensive and efficient similarity reporting to
quickly identify collusion.

A5%
10%

11


https://turnitin.uzh.ch/
https://library.ethz.ch/en/researching-and-publishing/scientific-writing-at-eth-zurich/plagiat-und-kuenstliche-intelligenz-ki.html

Incorrect Information

Lack of semantic understanding of human language
Hallucinations: false or misleading information presented as fact.

Bender, E. M., Gebru, T., McMillan-Major, A. & Shmitchell, S. On the Dangers of Stochastic
Parrots: Can Language Mo Be Too Big? W. in Proceedings of the 2021 ACM Conference
on Fairness, Accountability, and Transparency 610-623 (ACM, Virtual Event Canada, 2021).

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 12


https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3442188.3445922
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3442188.3445922

Ethical Considerations

There are many more Al risks!

ai-impact-risk.com/

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Al IMPACT RISK

I nfowar

Disinformation and
propaganda

M onopoly I§

Power concentrated in a
few companies

iari A
Iaglrf\rlsm T
& Privacy L
Unauthorized use of art,
code, text, or data

utomated o™
Labor "’

Loss of human jobs and

control over society

limate .

Impact &

Carbon and water use

ainted —
Data ='A

Bias and voids in training data

eality é a
Distortion

Fabricating falsehoods and
undermining trust

I njustice “qé

Digital divide and
worker exploitation

00N

tereotypin 7| m|m]
S yping O0&

Averaging that produces
clichéd results

I( nockoff I \
Experiences III

Shortcuts that replace real
learning or relationships



https://ai-impact-risk.com/
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How Can Al Help in Grant Writing?

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich




Some Application Scenarios

— Brainstorming

— Creating Mindmaps Nephthalene I imidazole

Pyrrole
Anthracene Phenanthrene Graphene and nanoribbons
. . ) Furan
— Finding Funders Cyelopentadient [ —— e —
complexes Polycyctic aromatics Benzene
B Aromatic scaffolds in drug
. rdine design ioselectivity and
EzlleEnE T Menocyclic aromatics Material science PEEIO;S-W“T‘;”Y an

Cyclopentadienyl anion

- ReVi ewer Si m LI lati O n Mazsification Medicinal chemistry Pi stacking interactions

Ferrocens Excited state aromaticity
i i c c Electrophilic aromatic
Tropylium cation : : Organic synthesis - Esti tion
. Aromatic rng current lonic Aromatics Applications
- FO rma ttl n g effects Photochemistry
Themochemical vs e e Aromaticity switching in
magnetic discrepancies Aromaticity in Different HOMA model . excited states
Mobius vs Huckel topology States Fluctuation Index
Magnetic Criteria . . Example:
4n+2 pi electrons Ground state aromaticity Cyclobutadiene Non-aromatic Systems Cyclooctatetraene in tub
oo r shape
Huckels Rule MICS Pentalene I — Quantification
Int 1 £ Lack of planarity
Aizgalrvall=saiin i Theoretical Foundations No continuous conjugation
, .. IS TS Anti-aromaticity Para delocalization index NICS
Excited state aromaticity 4n pi electrons NICS pi zz
Triplet state 4n pi systems Synonyms N e .
Delocalization index Electronic Criteria Destabilized planar '“Ee"dm plinary NICS 1 UV Vis pi to pi star
Mobius Aromaticity conjugated rings = ETLEHEE - transitions
: A 4n pi electrons Resonance stabilized pect roscopy
Multicenter bond indices system MICS 0

Pi electron delocalization

Twisted pi system Supramaolecular chemistry Theoretical chemistry MMR ring current effects

Aromatic stabilization . . .
Cyclic conjugation

ENergy Found in organometalics
Organometallic chemistry

Host guest pi interactions DFT analysis

Aromatic igands in
catalysts

https://mermaid.ai

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich


https://mermaid.ai/

Brainstorming /[ Using Al as a Sounding Board

My Al chatbot thinks myideais
fundable

A dialogue with artificial intelligence has changed how Angela Steinauer thinks through
her ideas. The trick is staying sceptical and asking better questions.

By Angela Steinauer &

Steinauer, A. My Al chatbot thinks my idea is fundable. Nature (2025)

“Pve been thinking about X and Y, and how they
connect to Z. | wonder if there’s something novel
here, something that hasn’t been done before.”

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 16


https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-025-02190-w

Some Thoughts on Tools

Check which model (LLM) is behind a tool.

Compare models: LMArena.ai Leaderboard

Consider hosting a local LLM (_)

Hutson, M. Forget ChatGPT: why researchers now run small Als on

their laptops. Nature 633, 728-729 (2024).

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich
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https://lmarena.ai/leaderboard
https://lmarena.ai/leaderboard
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-02998-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-02998-y

LM Studio

& M studio

Local Al, on Your Computer.

Run local LLMs like gpt-oss, Qwen3, Gemma3, DeepSeek and many
more on your computer, privately and for free.

B Download for Windows 0.3.34

Context

Please write an example self contained toy filesystem in C++

System Prompt

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Model

https://Imstudio.ai/

Open Source Models:

gpt-oss
deepseek-rl
Qwen3
gemma-3
Mistral
Magistral

etc.

|18


https://lmstudio.ai/

Compare Models: Arena.ai Leaderboard

FE.I Text (9 2 days ago @ Sea[‘ch (5 16 days ago
Rank Model Score |- Votes Rank Model Score |- Votes
1 A\ claude-opus-4-6 1503 10°399 1 A\ claude-opus-4-6-search 1255 3'607
2 A\ claude-opus-4-6-thinking 1503 9'543 9 )ﬁ grok-4.20-betal 1295 @ 4687
3 )d grok-4.20-betal 1496 @ 6063 3 @ gpt-5.2-search 1219 20150
4 G gemini-3.1-pro-preview 1492 10521 a (5 gemini-3-flash-grounding 1218 25311
"~ = . 3

S & gemini-3-pro 1486 40°879 5 & gemini-3-pro-grounding 1214 31'966
6 ® gpt-5.4-high uss @ 3989 6 @ gpt-5.1-search 1210 23283
7 ® opt-5.2-chat-latest-20260.. 1481 7208 7 A\ claude-sonnet-4-6-search 1203 3602

8 G gemini-3-flash 1474 30'514
8 '@ gpt-5.2-search-non-reason.. 1183 20'045

9 grok-4.1-thinking 1473 40'967
X 9 )ﬂ grok-4-1-fast-search 181 26"758

10 A\ claude-opus-4-5-20251101-_. 1472 33'905
10 ¥| grok-4-fast-search 173 42193

https://lmarena.ai/leaderboard/

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 19


https://lmarena.ai/leaderboard/

Open Source
Al Index

Compare Models: European Open Source Al Index A s

Apertus

BLOOMZ

SmolLM

Open Assistant

https://osai-index.eu/database

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich



https://osai-index.eu/database
https://osai-index.eu/database
https://osai-index.eu/database

Al Tools Specifically for Grant Writing

Not tested, try at your own risk!
Chances are high that many of these go out of business sooner or later.

AmpIiFund"—; amplifund.com Crantable grantable.co/

A Euna Solutions Company

grantboost.io/

& FLUXX  fusio

; Fundwriter.ai fundwriter.ai oc[: Smartybrants  smartygrants.com/

(g'l'a n'l'IO grant.io

ercgrant.ai/

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 21


https://www.amplifund.com/
https://www.fluxx.io/
https://www.fundwriter.ai/
https://grant.io/
https://www.grantable.co/
https://www.grantboost.io/
https://www.smartygrants.com/
https://www.ercgrant.ai/

Some Thoughts on Prompts

Provide relevant

Give precise, context to minimise

unambiguous hallucinations and

instructions. inaccurate
information.

Further resources on prompting

Assign a role to adjust
tone and increase
depth of output (e.g.
«You are a researcher
in field XY.»)

Make use of the
chatbot’s memory by
building prompts in
several steps.

— The Prompt Engineering Guide at https://learnprompting.org/docs/introduction

Use a new chat when
you change topics.

— S. Schulhoff et al., The Prompt Report: A Systematic Survey of Prompt Engineering Techniques, arXiv:2406.06608.

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich
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https://learnprompting.org/docs/introduction
https://arxiv.org/abs/2406.06608

Some Prompt Ideas

Provide a detailed timeline

for the project, including key , :
| o milestones and deliverables. Iglent|fy any po.tentlal challenges or
Describe how the research objectives risks that may impact the project

align with the goals and priorities of the timeline and how to mitigate them.
funding organization.

Provide a detailed budget breakdown for the

Describe the potential impact of the research findings project, including personnel, equipment, supplies,
on the field and any broader societal implications. and other expenses.

Explain how the project contributes to Explain how to ensure the

advancing knowledge or addressing sustainability of the project

critical issues in [field]. beyond the grant period.

i itatsbibliothek Z ibliothek Ziirich . . . . . .
Universitdtsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziiric S. L. -Roberts, Grant Writing with Al for Dummies (John Wiley and Sons, Indianapolis, 2024).
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https://ezproxy.uzh.ch/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uzh/detail.action?docID=31827044

Context vs. Privacy Risks

Very detailed prompt No details given

More accurate Al output Less accurate Al output

High privacy risk Low privacy risk

-> To avoid this dilemma: Run LLM locally on your machine, e.g. with LMStudio.

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich | 24



Regulations & Recommendations by Funders

European Research Council
Established by the European Commission

“The ERC Scientific Council recognises that researchers regularly
seek input from Al technologies or human third parties, for example
to brainstorm or generate ideas, to search the literature, and to
revise, translate or summarise text.

The Scientific Council emphasises that use of external help in
preparing a proposal does not relieve the author from taking full
and sole authorship responsibilities with regard to
acknowledgements, plagiarism and the practice of good scientific
and professional conduct.”

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

* SNSF

“Anyone wishing to exploit the potential of Al applications in
research must be aware of the associated risks and consequences.
Ethical and legal implications must be taken into account - for
example in areas such as intellectual property or in the handling of
sensitive and confidential data.

Thus, all users should carefully consider the implications of using Al
tools.”

"Researchers must ensure that the principles of scientific integrity
are observed at all times. This also applies to data protection and
confidentiality.”

https://www.snf.ch/en/Gz1VrJlkLyay4H7z/news/the-snsfs-approach-to-the-use-of-
artificial-intelligence-in-funding-applications

| 25


https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/current-position-erc-scientific-council-ai
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Summary: Grant Writing With Al

Risks

Data protection and confidentiality

Lack of originality / creativity

Violation of intellectual property, plagiarism
Reinforcement of existing biases

Incorrect information, loss of scientific integrity

Opportunities

Brainstorming, creating mindmaps, sounding board for ideas
Simulate reviewers comments

Help with formatting, proofreading & editing

Run an LLM locally on your machine (avoid data privacy risks!)
e.g. with Lmstudio.ai

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

=g

Grant Writing
with Al

diimmies

A Wiley Brand

¢ /" Enhanceyour
proposal with Al
Craft stories that
open wallets
Find international ‘
. funding with Al

Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, MA
Author of Business Writing with
Al For Dummies

S. L. -Roberts, Grant Writing with Al for Dummies (John
Wiley and Sons, Indianapolis, 2024).
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https://ezproxy.uzh.ch/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uzh/detail.action?docID=31827044

Any

questions?

Universitatsbibliothek und Zentralbibliothek Ziirich

Feedback

https://shorturl.at/Fbss6

anna.veron@ub.uzh.ch
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